139.   TELEGRAM TO KONDA VENKATAPPAYYA
[Before March 10, 1924]*
SRIRAMULU2     FASTING      AT     NELLORE      UNDER     MY     ADVICE     FOR
OPENING      A   TEMPLE    TO    HARIJANS.     PLEASE    GO    IF    PHYSICALLY
ABLE    OR    SEND    SOMEONE    AND    DO    WHAT    IS    PROPER.    I     HAVE
CONFLICTING       WIRES.3       WIRE       POONA.
From a photostat: 117A
140.   MESSAGE TO KHADI EXHIBITION, BOMBAY*
March 10, 1924
It is beyond doubt that exhibitions of pure khadi are very
useful in propagating khadi. But how strange it is that we still
have to hold khadi exhibitions! If anyone talks of holding an
exhibition to propagate our country's wheat and bajra, we consider
him an idiot. Is khadi, then, less useful than wheat and bajra?
If we do not wish to eat oats imported from Scotland in place of
our wheat and bajra, why do we then insult khadi by importing
and wearing cloth from Manchester or Japan ? Every patriot and
everyone who loves his or her religion must consider this point.
We shall surely remain under foreign rule as long as we cannot
do without foreign cloth. It is strange that complicated argu-
ments appeal to us rather than this simple one. And until we all
learn to take to the royal road of khadi, hand-woven from hand-
spun yarn, we have to continue holding khadi exhibitions. Hence
I wish all success to the exhibition at Mandvi.
[From Gujarati]
Gujarati, 16-3-1924
1 This telegram was evidently sent from Poona before March   10 when
Gandhiji left for Bombay.
2 Potti Sriramulu Naidu, once an inmate of Sabarmati Ashrara, started
his fast on March 7 for securing Harijans' entry to the Vcnugopalaswami Tem-
ple at Mulapet. In 1952, he fasted unto death in connection with the formation
.of an Andhra State.
3 Earlier, a Press report had described Sriramulu's condition as we?Jk, and
stated that the managing trustee of the temple had tried to persuade him   to
break the fast on the assurance that he would try and induce his co-trustees to
throw the temple open to Harijans.
4 Read out by Kasturba Gandhi after declaring open the exhibition  at
Mandvi, Bombay